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European Union – Tajikistan

Civil Society Seminar

Practical Implementation of the Gender Equality Principles 
in Tajikistan 

24-25 April, 2018
Dushanbe, Hotel Hyatt Regency
TUESDAY, 24 APRIL 2018
08.30 - 09.00 Registration, coffee will be served 
09.00 – 09.45 Opening and welcoming remarks
· Mr. Margus Solnson, Chargé d'affaires a.i. of Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Tajikistan
· Mr. Sharaf Karimzoda, Deputy Head of the Department on Human Rights Guarantees at the Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan
· H.E. Ms. Yasmine Gouédard, Ambassador of the French Republic to the Republic of Tajikistan and Ambassador from the UK

09.45 - 12.00 SESSION 1: Economic and social empowerment of young girls and women 
· Problems and challenges in development of women's entrepreneurship in the Republic of Tajikistan – Ms. Nasibakhon Aminova, Executive Director of the National Association of Small and Medium Business;
· Problems and challenges women face in accessing decent jobs in Tajikistan and improvement of their access to labour market through effective gender mainstreaming to TVET – Ms. Viloyat Mirzoeva, Consultant of the ADB TVET Project;
· Addressing gender inequality in education through review of education curricula: experience from Kyrgyzstan – Ms. Zulfia Kochorbaeva, Director of the Agency for Social Technologies, Gender Expert;
· Effective approaches in strengthening of economic opportunities of women and young girls: examples from Europe and Central Asia – Ms. Milana Rikanovic, Head a.i. of the UN Women Office to Tajikistan;
· Women and climate change: key challenges and strategies to reduce impact of climate change on women – Ms. Sascha Gabizon, Executive Director, Women Engage for a Common Future (WECF).

Issues for discussion:
· Identification of gaps in the legislation ensuring women’s access to decent jobs and improvement of their economic opportunities.
· Prioritisation of problems and challenges women face in access to decent jobs and preventing improvement of their economic opportunities.
· Sharing best practices of improvement of women’s economic empowerment in Tajikistan (other NGOs present in the seminar).
· Key mechanisms and measures to improve economic opportunities of women. 
Moderator: Dilbar Turakhanova

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch

13.00 - 15.00 SESSION 2: Physical and psychological integrity of girls and women

· Key factors contributing to existence and prevalence of violence against women in Tajikistan – Ms. Guljahon Bobosadykova, Chairperson of the Coalition of NGOs “From Equality De-Jure to Equality De-Facto”;
· Practical measures to implement the Law on Prevention of Family Violence in the Republic of Tajikistan: response to cases of family violence, statistics, protection of victims from family violence – Representative of the Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Tajikistan (TBC);
· Problems related to maintenance of statistics of family violence in the Republic of Tajikistan – Ms. Nigina Rajadova, Head of the Department of maintenance of registers, classificatory and dissemination of statistician information, of the Agency on statistics under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan (TBC);
· Conclusions and recommendations from the IPHR report on domestic violence in Tajikistan: "Time to Right the Wrongs" – Ms. Brigitte Dufour, Director of the International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR);
· Implementation of the Law "On Prevention of Domestic Violence" at local level: experience of Eurasia Foundation of Central Asia–Tajikistan (EFCA) on creation of inter-agency coordination mechanism to respond to gender-based violence – Mr. Azimjon Saifiddinov, EU-funded Project "Improving the Framework for Reporting and Resolution of Gender-Based Violence in Tajikistan".

Issues for discussion:
· Identification of gaps in the legislation on prevention of GBV and provision of support to victims of violence
· Prioritisation of problems and challenges women face when they deal with law enforcement, judiciary in seeking protection from GBV.
· Sharing best practices on prevention of GBV and provision of support to victims of GBV in Tajikistan (other NGOs present in the seminar).
· Key mechanisms and measures on prevention of GBV and provision of support services to victims of GBV.
Moderator: Gunta Robežniece

18.00 	Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 25 APRIL 2018

09.00 - 10.30 SESSION 3: Political and civil rights of women 

· Role of civil society organisations in implementation and monitoring of the National Development Strategy and gender relevant Sustainable Development Goals – Ms.Tatiana Bozrikova, Deputy Director of the NGU “New Panorama”;
· Work on fighting stereotypes as a mean to ensure active participation of women in political and civil life in Tajikistan – Ms. Idigul Kosimzoda, Chairwoman of the Committee on Women and Family Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan (TBC);
· Improvement of representation of women in civil service of Tajikistan – Mr. Juma Davlatov, Director of the Agency on Civil Service under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan (TBC);
· Bridge making – from women stories to changes in laws and policies: experience from Latvia – Ms. Iluta Lāce, Director, Association "Resource Centre for Women MARTA";
· Work done by NGOs in to push for women political participation, outline achievements and challenges: experience from Kyrgyzstan – Ms. Anarkul Moldosheva, gender expert.
Issues for discussion:
· Identification of gaps in the legislation on participation of civil society organisations in formulation and monitoring of national programmes and strategies, political participation of women and their involvement in decision-making process.
· Prioritisation of problems and challenges preventing equal access of women to decision-making process. 
· Sharing best practices on improvement of competitiveness of women in civil service and participation in political life of the country. 
· Key mechanisms and measures to ensure equal access of women to decision-making process and advancement of their role in political life.
Moderator: Dilbar Turakhanova
10.30 - 11.00 Coffee break

11.00 - 12.30	Civil Society recommendations to the EU and the Government of Tajikistan – workshop sessions in groups and presentation in the plenary

Proposed topics for group discussion:
· Ensuring equal access of women to decent work and improvement of their economic opportunities.
· Mechanisms of enforcement of legislation on prevention of GBV and provision of support service to victims in Tajikistan
· Improvement of participation of women in process of decision-making at the national and local levels (with focus on National Development Strategy) 

Issues to discuss for all three groups: 
1) Prioritisation of the problems and challenges discussed during seminar in each thematic session (up to five problems)
2) Provision of recommendations for legal reforms in the area and practical measures to enforce current provisions of the legislation and policies in the area.
Moderator: Gunta Robežniece

12.30 - 13.00  Closing and follow up
Moderators and representative of the EU Delegation to sum up on seminar findings and recommendations provided by the civil society organisations. 

13.00		Lunch
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